626 (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
LONDON, April 24,1880.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty, and
humbly states to Your Majesty the amount of progress he has
made in the Commission so graciously entrusted to him last
evening.
Mr. Gladstone has seen Sir Henry Ponsonby and has been able
to give him assurances on the three points he was charged to
mention, of such a nature as he trusts will be satisfactory to
Your Majesty.
The arrangements now submitted in writing for Your Majesty's
gracious approval, and including for greater convenience the cases
noticed last night, more or less definitively by word of mouth, are
as follows.
Offices                     Peers                           Commoners
First Lord of the!
~,        n      r      r.....^r- Gladstone
Chancellor 01
the Exchequer]
Foreign Office    Lord Granville
Indian Office.....Lord Hartington
Admiralty     .    Lord Northbrook
Lord Chancellor Lord Selborne
War Office     .               .        .        .        . Mr. Childers
Irish Secretary      ..... Mr. Forster
In submitting these proposals Mr. Gladstone is largely governed
by two considerations: the first his desire to secure, under
difficult circumstances, for the Foreign Office and the Indian
Office the highest statesmanship which is available, and, having
done this, then secondly to secure the best administrator in the
House of Commons for the management of the great and diversified
machinery of the War Department. He has entirely satisfied
himself that Mr. Childers * will approach the consideration of every
1 First Lord of the Admkalty, 1868-71; Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,
1872-3.